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In the Spring of 1941, Woody Guthrie was hired by the Bonneville
Power Administration to write songs about the building of the
Grand Coulee Dam. Woody wrote 26 songs in 30 days - many of which
have become classics. In Woody's words:

I saw the Columbia River and the big Grand Coulee Dam
from just about every cliff, mountain, tree, and post from
which it can be seen. I made up twenty-six songs about the
Columbia and about the dam and about the men, and these
songs were recorded by the Department of Interior, Bonneville
Power Administration out in Portland. The records were
played at all sorts and sizes of meetings where people
bought bonds to bring the power lines over the fields and
hills to their own little places. Electricity to milk the
cows, kiss the maid, shoe the old mare, light up the saloon,
the chili joint window, the schools, and churches along the
way, to run the factories turning out manganese, chrome,
bauxite, aluminum and steel.

~California to the New York Island, ed. Irwin Silber,
(Guthrie Children's Trust Fund, New York: 1958)

This next song is one of our best known Northwest folk songs:
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Other great rivers add power to you,
Yakima, Snake and the Klickitat too,
Sandy Willamette and Hood River too,
Ro11 on, Columbia, roll on. CHORUS

Tom Jefferson's vision would not let him rest,
An empire he saw in the Pacific Northwest.
Sent Lewis and Clark and they did the rest,
Roll on, Columbia, roll on . . . CHORUS

It's there on your banks that we fought many a fight,
Sheridan's boys in the blockhouse that night,

They saw us in death but never in flight,

Roll on, Columbia, roll on . . . CHORUS

At Bonneville now there are ships in the locks,
The waters have risen and cleared all the rocks,
Shiploads of plenty will steam past the docks,
So roll on, Columbia, roll on. CHORUS

And on up the river is Grand Coulee Dam,
The mightiest thing ever built by a man,
To run the great factories and water the land,
It's roll on, Columbia, roll on. CHORUS

These mighty men labored by day and by night,

Matching their strength 'gainst the river's wild flight,
Through rapids and falls they won the hard fight,

Roll on, Columbia, roll on.
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